TO HIS SON, ON EDUCATION1.	347
drawn in miniature, while you were at Venice, and to send it me in a letter: it is all one to me, whether in enamel or in water-colours, provided it is but very like you. I would have you drawn exactly as you are, and in no whimsical dresa. I lay more stress upon the likeness of the picture than upon the taste and skill of the painter. If this be not already done, I desire that you will have it done forthwith, before you leave Venice, and enclose it in a letter to me: which letter, for greater security, I would have you desire Sir James Gray to enclose in his packet to the Office, as I, for the same reason, send this under his cover. If the picture be done upon vellum, it will be the most portable. Send me, at the same time, a thread or silk of your own length, exactly. I am solicitous about your figure; convinced, by a thousand instances, that a good one is a real advantage. Mens sana in corpore sano, is the first and greatest blessing; I would add, et pulchro, to complete it. May you have that and every other I Adieu I
Have you received my letters of recommendation to Cardinal Albani and the Duke de Nivernois, at Rome?
London, October 9, 0 S. 1749.
DEAB BOY,
IP this letter finds you at all, of which I am very doubtful, it will find you at Venice, preparing for your journey to Eome; which, by my last letter to Mr. Harte, I advised you to make along the coast of the Adriatic, through Rimini, Loretto, Ancona, <fcc., places that are all worth seeing, but not worth staying